Apneic oxygenation via nasal cannula for intubation of a premature neonate with multiple airway anomalies.
Intubating a neonate under non-emergent conditions may be quite stressful, even for experienced providers, due to the potential for rapid oxygen desaturation. Pulmonary physiology and increased metabolic oxygen demand in this patient population contribute to accelerated oxygen desaturation during induction of anaesthesia and intubation. Using a nasal cannula, placed prior to induction of anaesthesia and left in place until the airway is secured, is a simple and effective way to provide apneic oxygenation and may help maintain adequate oxygen saturation. This technique may be particularly useful for patients who require additional time for intubation, including those with suspected difficult airways.